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PREFACE. 

Few words only will be necessary to preface this publi- 
cation of the Flistory of Ibn Miskawayh, for its value 
is already well known to Orientalists. Abu '^Ali Ahmad 
ibn Muhammad Ibn Ya'^qub ibn Miskawayh was of 
Persian origin, as shown by his namej he is oite of 
the earliest historical writers in the Arabic language j 
and further, he has left us a work conceived on a plan 
that is much akin in method to the principles followed 
by western and more modern historians. Unlike his 
celebrated predecessor Tabari, whose chief aim was 
merely to gather materials and set them forth fully 
in due order, Ibn Miskawayh decided that his History 
should be composed as an organic structure, and 
that throughout it certain fundamental ideas, serving to 
bind the whole together, should as it where become the 
creative element in the work. He has entitled his chro- 
nicle K i t a b T a j a r i b-a 1-U m a m w a T aTi q i b-a 1-H i- 
mam (The Book of the Vicissitudes of Nations and 
the Results of Efforts) and there is a personal element 
in its pages that is wanting in other historical composi- 
tions of this period. It is distinctively the work af a con- 
structive mind, governed by a high conception of what 
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should be the aim and duty of the historian, and throiioh- 
out Ibn Miskawayh shows a \mry great advance over 
his predecessors and contemporaries among Arab histo- 
rians. He is not satisfied merely to collect materials to 
be set forth in chronological order, for he holds that all 
these events of the past were bound together by a web 
of human interest, which in truth is history (as he ob- 
serves), and in the true interpretation of which the wise 
man will find that which will prove a mine of precious 
knowledge. His treatment of the materials at his dispo- 
sal is instructive; what in ancient history is miraculous 
or legendary he suppresses, the history of the Creation 
and of the early Prophets he will not discuss, the mass 
of Rabbinical legend he ignores entirely and the pre- 
Islamic portion of his Chronicle is reduced to a rapid 
survey of the history of Persia from the earliest known 
times to the fall of the Sassaiiian empire. In the history 
of Arabia before the time of the Prophet only those 
events are noted which are in direct coniieGtion with 
the contemporary history of Persia. In dealing with the 
prophetic mission of Muhamraed a few paragraphs serve 
his purpose, he will not discuss supernatural events, for, 
from his point of view, they are of no importance his- 
torically, the facts of history alone being of value for 
the education and edification of the student. The promi- 
nence that he gives to the history of the ohlcr Persian 
monarchy under the Sassaiiiaiis is of course characteristic 
of the time of Ibn Miskawayh, wdien the Persian Buway- 
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hid princes were ruling supreme throughout the empire 
of the Abbasid Caliphs. It was the flood time of the 
Persian reaction ag'ainst Arab supremacy: the time when 
modern Persian literature took its rise. Ibn Miskawayh 
himself was treasurer to ‘^Adud-ad-Dawlah the great Bu- 
wayhid prince, and all his life was a trusted adviser of 
this powerful and warlike Siiitan. Of the biography, how- 
ever, of the historian, who died at an advanced age 
A.H. 421 what little appears to be known has been put 
together in the notice which follows this preface. Possibly 
the last volume of his Chronicle may on publication 
throw more light on the matter; though this, as Avill be 
seen, concludes with the events A.H. 369 that is to say 
more than half a century before the author himself died. 

The present volume is the first of six which comprise 
the whole of the Chronicle, and until two years ago 
only disconnected portions of the work were known to 
exist, namely the following four manuscripts: (i) AH. 
36—67, (Battle of the Camel to Death of Mukhtar), 
Escurial, N°. 1704; (2) A. FI. 196-— 25 1, Amsterdam, Cat. 
de Jong, loi, edited by M. J. de Goeje, Fragm. Hist. 
Arab. Vol. 11 . ; (3) A. FI. 249—315, Paris, Bibl. Nat. Arabe 
5838, (Schefer, A. 2 r.) and (4) A.H. 340— 365, Bodleian, 
Marsh, 357, — Cat. Uri I, N°. 804. 

In the spring of 1906 Dr. J. Florovitz was engaged in 
making researches on my behalf among the libraries of 
Constantinople, and in that of the Mosque of Santa Sophia 
he discovered a complcty copy, the only one at present 
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known to exist, of the Chronicle of Ibn Miskawayh. 'j 
The recognised value of the work made me wish to 
possess a photographic reproduction of this copy, which 
was before long made for me through tlu; kind offices 
of Dr. M. Gics, first Dragoman of the Impeiial German 
Embassy at Constantinople, to whom I am happy to be 
able once again, and publicly, to tender my sincere thanks 
for his most friendly intervention on my behalf with the 
local authorities. The six volumes of this 1 \'IS. are divided 
as follows : 

I. Introductory matter, Persion history and Moslem, 

A. H. I— -37; 37 — ^^3 CT'b- IV. 

A. IT. 191 — 2S3 ; V. A. IT. 284 — 326; and VI. A. 11. 326- --309. 

A colophon at the end of the sixth volume stales this 
to be the conclusion of the Chronicle; the MS. is ancient, 
being dated A. ll. 505 (A. D. 1303) that is to say onh' a 
little over eighty years after the death of Ibn Miskawayli, 
and althrough not free from errors the text i.s fairly clear, 
and maintains throughout a high average of correctness. -) 


1) Cf. Aus den JJibliotheken von Kairo, Damaskiis, imd Kojistantinnpel 
Arabisclie Ilandschi-iften geschichtUchen Iiilialts, Mitteilun^cu dis Somi- 
iians fur Orienlalische Sprachen an Berlhr — Jahvgang X Abtciiung II. 
Westasiatische Rtudien. Berlin 1907, pp. 5-6. 

2) It is however a matter to lie deplored that, wlieu phatographing 
the MS. in Constantinople, the negatives often were nut SAiiTicieutly 
exposed, and were carclo.ssly developed. The present f:u:siiniU> is tlu; 
best that could be made under the circumstances, but I nnnt cuiifC’S to 
my great regret that it is in many points unsatisfactory. Under the cir- 
cumstances, however, no remedy was possible. 
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The present facsimile is published by the Trustees of 
the Gibb Memorial Fund, in order, without delay, to 
place this important chronicle in the hands of Oriental 
scholars, and in the hope that a properly edited and 
printed text may in time be undertaken. For convenience 
of reference an Index and a Summary of contents is 
added to each volume: further it is intended that a full 
index to the whole work shall be compiled when all the 
volumes have appeared. 

My best thanks are due to Dr. Gerardo Melon! who 
has afforded me the greatest assistance in the matter of 
the Index and the Summary to the present volume: the 
whole labour of compilation, in both cases, has in fact 
been undertaken by him, and my part has been con- 
fined to verification, and some correction of the Index, 
and to translating into English the Italian in which his 
notes for the Summary were written out. I am indebted 
too for some alterations in minor matters to my friend 
Mr. Guy le Strange, who has kindly looked through the 
Preface, Summary and Index as the work was going 
through the press. 

Leone Caetani, Principe di Teano. 
Palazzo Caetani, Rome. 







Information about Ibn Miskawayh *) is scanty. The most 
authoritative life of him appears in the Irshad al~Arib of 
Yakut al-Hamawi, — • Vol. 11 p. 88, — a work in course of 
publication in this series by Professor D. S. Margoliouth, 
and described by Professor DE GOEJE, — J. R. A. S. 
1908, p. 865, — as of peculiar value owing to the 
numerous quotations therein from lost sources. The life 
of Ibn Miskawayh illustrates this. 

Described there as a treasurer (or, possibly, librarian) 
and as author of the present history, his death is dated 
A.H. 42 1 on the authority of Ibn Manda (ob. A.H. 5 1 2, 
Ibn Khali. IV, 54). There follows a picture of him by his 
contemporary, Abu Hayyan al-Tauhidi (Wiist. N°. 163, 
J. R. A. S. 1905, p. 80), from the “Kitab al-Imta'^ wal- 
Mu’anasa”, as one standing apart from other “Mutakal- 
limun” of his age, being as it were, poorly off among the 
well to do, whilst wealthy among prophets — i. e. pre- 

i) The name is vocalized thus in the autograph of Ibn KhalllMn 
in the British Museum — add. 25735, foL :lG4V, 
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sumably, “a fish out of water” — for that he (i\bu 
Hayyan) had but lately made him acquainted with the 
commentary on the “Eisagoge” (of Porphyry) and on the 
Categories (of Aristotle) through their mutual friend at 
al-Rayy, meaning thereby, as he explained to the vizier 
(i. e. Ibn SaMan '), ob. A.H. 375 ; Ibn al-Alhi'r IX. 29), 
the secretary Abu-l-iKasim then in the service of Ahu- 1 ~ 
Hasan al-'^Amiri ^) , and that together they had verified 
that work. Further that Ibn Miskawayh was at that lime 
in the employ of Ibn al-Khammar '‘^) and would per]ia[)s 
be attending the lectures of the logician Abu Sulaiman '*), 
only he had now no time, but was in hiding owing to 
the calamity which had overtaken him, viz. his former 
loss. And, on the vizier marvelling at such a handwriting 
in one who had known the value of intimacy \vith Ibn 

1) Identified by Professor MargoUOUTH in J. R. A. S. 1905 at p. 90. 

2) Muhammad b. Yusuf, mentioned by al-Tauliidi in the Makaliasat, 
N°. 90, as visiting Baghdad in A.H. 364 with Abu-1- Fath ibn aXAmid, 
and as author of “al-Nusk al-AVli” and “al-Ainad htla-l-Al,iad“'. 'I'lie latter 
is mentioned by Hdji Khalifa^ N"*. 1265; .see also ib. ill, 9S. 

3) Abu-l-lvhair al-Hasan b. Suwar, born a.h. 331 (11m abi r;„-ubi''ii 
I. 322, and al'Kifti “Hukama” 164). In the Leyden AIs. next moniinncd 
he is called al-Husain b. Bdba b. Suwar b, Bihnfun iil-Drtghdaiii. 

4) Muhammad b. Tahir b, Bahram al-Sijistani, figures frc'puintly in 
the Mukabaaat of al-Tauhidi. He wrote the “Siwdn al-Hikma" on aniueut 
and modern philosophers, and in a 'Muklitasar’ of the w'nrk at l.eyden- ■ 
cod 133(4) Grol., Cat. Nh 988, Rev. Cal. N°. 1061 — is a notice of 
the author, fol. 6Sm He is there mentioned as at the court of Ai.'U 
Ja'far b. Babawayh, Malik of Sijistan, i. e, Ala al-Daula Muhammad li. 
Dushmanzar, patron of Avicenna, and known as Ibn K.llnuvayh, son of 
the maternal uncle of the Buwayhid Majd ul-I)aula, (Ibn al-Atlur IX, 
338). ^Bfibawayh’ is intended, no douhg fpr f Kitkavvayh', 
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al-'^Amid and his son Abu-l-Fath (ob. A.H. 360 and 
$ 66 ] Ibn Khali. III. 256), he replied “true” but men- 
tioned that he was engrossed in the pursuit of alchemy 
with Abu-l-Tayyib of al-Rayy, and quite carried away 
by the works of Abu Zakariya *) and of Jabir b. 
Hayyan ^). He had too his duties as a librarian, and 
there were other extenuating circumstances such as 
hours spent in works of necessity or of choice, the 
shortness of life and the flight of time, and the persis- 
tency of disturbing forces amid which the opportune 
moment passed like a lightning flash, whilst the spirit 
was worn out by the pressing concerns of life. During 
al-'Amiri’s five years stay at al-Rayy Ibn Miskawayh 
had got no profit from him, thereby tasting both the 
gall of self reproach and the bitterer twang of friends 
remonstrances. Were his life prolonged his abilities might 
entitle him to become one of their topics of conversation 
(i. e. in the book in question, al-Imta wal-Mu’anasa) 
■but for the hindrance of alchemy and of official duty, not 
to mention his excessive avarice in money and other 
matters, — • might Allah keep them from practicing this 
vice whilst praising its opposite •'*). 

1) Probably Yahya b. fAdi, ob. A.H. 364; (Ibn abi Usaibia*^ I 235 and 
al-Kifti 'Hukama’ 361)5 another Abu Zakariya, viz. Yahya al-.Saimari i.s 
mentioned in the Mukhtasar as in the company of Abu Sixlaiman ; cf. 
also Haji Kh. Ill 98. 

2) T.ived circ. A.H. l6o (al-Eifti 160, & Brockelni. I, 240). 

3) The translation has had the advantage of revision by Professor 
Maiigoi.ioutii. 
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Another contemporary — al-Tha'^alibi (ob. A.H. 429; Ibii 
Khali. IL 129 — ) is quoted for Ibn Miskawayh’s intimacy 
with Ibii al-^Amid and for poetry by him including lines 
on the vizier’s change of abode ’). Al-Thahilibi says that 
with his rise in fortune under the Buwayhid Baha al- 
Daula (reigned A.H. 379—403) his pretensions rose like- 
wise until he conceived himself to be the equal rather 
than the dependent of the Sahib (Ibn '"Abbad). But later 
came reverses which led him in a literary quarrel, to 
appeal to the Muse for a protector, and again, in a poem 
to a patron^) on a coincidence of Moslem and Persian 
festivals, to deplore his declining years and his decrepi- 
tude. There follows a letter in rhymed prose addressed to 
him by Badf al-Zaman (ob. A.il. 398; Ibn Khali. 1 . H2), 
which appears also in the Beyrouth edition of his Rasa’ll 
with Ibn Miskawayh’s answer. 

Abu Hayyan is then again cited, but this time from 
his book on the two viziers, viz : Ibn al-'Amid and Ibn 

1) These lines are given by al-Tha'^libi in the ‘■Yatimat al-Dahr’, ed. 
Dam. Ill and also in the ‘Muntahal’, ed Cairo 132 1, p, 34, The 
remainder are to be found in the ‘Tatunmat al-Yatima\ Ms. Berlin 7407, 
8o«, of which an edition is contemplated by Professor MAKUfii.iotrni. 

2) Called Amid al-Mulk, i. e. aI»Kunduri, vizier to Tugliril Beg the 
Saljuk, but having regard to his age, ^ ^ he died a. if. 456 at some- 
thing over 40, see Ibn al-Athir X 20 Professor MAKcjni.inieru con- 
siders that the person meant is Abu Tdhir Muhammad ii. Ayyub, vizier 
to al-Kadir and al-Ka’im, and called “^Ainid al-Ru’asu, see Yfikilt, 'Mu’j.'un 
al'Buldan’ III, 914 1 . 13. He is called Aim TfUib by Ibn al-Athir 
X. 66. 

3) Another letter to Ibn Miskaw.ayh, obscurely worded, appears iu the 
Beyrouth edition at p. 528. 
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‘^Abbad, the work which Ibii KhalHkan describes, under 
the title of Mathalib al-Wazirain, (HI. 264), as a eollection of 
anecdotes to their discredit, and as a volume the mere pos- 
session of which was a cause of evil fortune. The anec- 
dote here given accords with the title. It tells how Ibn 
al-'^Amid had appointed Ibn Miskawayh his librarian in 
the hope that his intellect might serve as flint to the 
steel of that of his son, Abu-l-Fath, but that the Son’s 
talents were inadequate to generating the sparks. Ibn 
Miskawayh, however, held on, because of the advantage 
which he got from the vizier’s protection. 

From the same work comes another story relating to 
Ibn Miskawayh which will be found in the life of the 
Sahib Ibn 'Abbad, — Irshad 11 . 300. It relates how, at 
a reception by Ibn al-‘^Amid at al-Rayy, A.H. 358, the 
Sahib became involved in a verbal contest with Ibn 
Miskawayh, who complained of being interrupted unfairly, 
and said that if he wished him not to speak at all he had 
better press a cushion on his mouth. The Sahib retorted *), 
and the retort gained currency and clung to its object. 

A further notice of Ibn Miskawayh, and one also by 
a contemporary, occurs in the above mentioned Siwan 
al-Hikma — Leyden abridgment, Gol. 133(4), fob 7 ir -^ 
of which the text is appended. He is described as at 
first in the service of the vizier al-Muhallabi, (ob. A.H. 
352, Ibn Khali. I. 410), then in that of ''Adud al-DauIa, and 

^ ^ JpP’ : 



Miii 
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on the latter’s death (A.H. 372, ib II. 481), as in favour 
with Ibn al-^Amid and his son, Abu-l-Fath, and with the 
Buwayhid Samsam al-Daula, (ob. A.H. 388; Ibn al-Athir 
IX. 100), whereby he acquired a good position at abRayy, 
and intimacy with the leading persons there, which he 
still retained at the date of the notice *). His learning is 
stated to have been extensive and to have included 
alchemy, (san'^a) and an exchange of letters is recorded 
between him and al-Tauhidi on how to reconcile prayer 
with “Kadar”, viz. predestination. The argument of Ibn 
Miskawaih is, not that God, when the prayer is offered, 
does something that he was not doing before it was 
offered, nor that he is affected, i. e. softened, thereby as 
one of us might be; but that, when we pray sincerely, 
our senses are abstracted from all affections except that 
confined to receiving the impression of the Creator, and 
then that (answer) for which we are thus prepared comes. 
By the same process we .solve problems, compose poetry, 
etc. If, under the process, we turn to a .star, we 
are prepared to receive the same impre.ssion as the star 
has received, destined for the person prepared to receive 
it. And Professor Margoliouth, in explaining tliis 


1) This notice was evidently copied by .Shams al-I)ui al-Shahrai'.uri. 
(Brock. 1 468), in his Raiidat ai-Afrah, (Haji. Ivh. N°, 1.3662'*!. and in <>m,- 

of the work, — ■ B, M. add. 25738, on foL i6o« — the winds "down 
this date” are copied also. 

2) The title of the letters, ^Hawdmil’ is considered by I’rnf. MAUiaii.ifir rn 
denote stray questions on varions subjects. The title dties not oceuv 

in the list of al-TauhuU^s works. 
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argument, points out that the answer is not unlike that 
of Ibn al-'^Arabi in the ‘^Fusus al-Hikam’, viz, that the 
answer to prayer must, like the star’s influence on man’s 
fate, be part of the order of the universe: all that man 
can do, or fancy he can do, is to prepare himself to 
receive the same: prayer, and the answer thereto, being 
perhaps equally part of the order of the universe. 

Ibn Miskawayh may have had to turn to philosophy 
for solace under a domestic affliction — his mother’s re- 
marriage. The event elicited a letter of condolence from 
Abu Bakr al-Khuwarazmi, (ob. A.H. 383 or 393, Ibn Khali. 
III. 108), which is given in his ‘^Rasa’ilVed. Constantinople 
1297, p. 173, and is to this effect: 

“A wise man will disregard misfortune which leaves 
his duty unaffected, and will make no account of good 
fortune which brings in its train wrongdoing. Dignity 
he will have none of, without piety, nor will he heed 
abasement, except in respect of his rank hereafter. 

The choice which your worthy mother has made is 
known to me: it is matter of thankfulness that the father 
thus procured you will compel no filial obligation, and 
that the possible advent of a brother will make small 
demand on your fraternal feelings. My former prayer 
that your mother might long be spared you, must give 
place to one for her speedy demise ^ — ■ a tomb being po 
bad kinsman and death a veiler of much. Do not wear 
yourself away in lament for your past fortune and former 
competence, for Allah can give what he will: his bounty 




is unrestrained. Parents are inevitable ; be thankful, there- 
fore, that the undutifulness is on her side and that 
the estrangement proceeds from her. As a child you 
were affectionate, and as a man you have done her 
credit; may this duplication of filial piety reap a 
double reward.” 

The life in the Trshad’ contains also a testamentary 
recommendation by Ibn Miskawayh of a moral sort, 
in which, after protesting soundness of mind and body, 
absence of compulsion, of intent to deceive or of con- 
cern for gain or loss, he goes on to enjoin self discipline, 
moral courage and wisdom, setting forth their requisites 
and their happy results. The latter he enumerates under 
fifteen heads, opening with preference of truth over 
falsehood in tenet and in speech, and of good over evil in 
action, and concluding with the duty of putting implicit 
trust in Allah. 

Yahut, on his own authority, declares Ibn Miskawayh 
to have been a convert to Islam from Zoroastrianism, 
and skilled in the knowledge of antiquity, as shewn by his 
works: (i) Kitab al-Pauz aUAkbar^ and (2) Kitab al-Fam 
al-Asg-har, (recently printed in the East); and that he com- 
posed also (3) Tajarib al-Umam, a history, extending 
from the flood to A.H. 369; (4) Uns al-F arid i ZOiiv^xiAwg 
history, poetry, philosophy and fable, indiscriminately; 
(5) Tartib al-^Adat) (6) a selection of poetry; (7) 

«; (8) the Jawidan Khirad^ (in part lithographed 

treatise on worldly 
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conduct, intermixed with traditions, portents, philosophy 
and poetry. 

To this list al-I:Cifti, (ob. A.H. 646.) in his notice of Ibn 
Miskawayh, 'Hukama’ 331, adds three medical works which 
he describes as sound and exhaustive. He says the author 
was treasurer to '^Adud al-Daula and high in his confi* 
deuce, and that the Tajarib al-Umam extended to about 
the date of the Amir’s death. And he relates from memory 
a story how Avicenna somewhere stated that he had 
submitted a question to Ibn Miskawayh, who, after 
repeated attempts, failed to grasp it. 

Ibn abi Usaibih (ob. A.H. 668) makes but an imper- 
fect mention of Ibn Miskawayh, vol. I 245. 

The list of his works receives some increase from a 
life of him in a modern Persian lithograph of A.H. 1287 
the “Raudat al-Jannat” by Muhammad Bal.dr b. Zain 
al-‘Abidin al Musawi al-Khuwansari, at p. 70. This author, 
on the authority of the “Majalis al-Mu^minin” (a tenth 
century work on Shi'^a biographies, — see B. M. Cat. Pers. 
P* 337j — attributes to Ibn Miskawayh a work entitled 
“al-Tahara fi Tahdhib al-Akhlak” (edited Cairo, A.H. 1296) 
which Nasir al-Din al-Tusi declares was his model for 
the “Akhlak-i-Nasiri”, — see Brock. I. 510. n. i , and 
the author further mentions as derived therefrom, two 
others, the “Tartib al-Sa'adat” and the “Siyasat al-Mulk”, 
(the former being perhaps identical with Yal.cut’s “Tartib 
al-'^Adat”). He attributes to him also a Persian work, 
the “Nuzhat Nama-i-''ald’i”, named after the above men- 
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tioned ruler of Isfahan, "Ala al-Daiila b. Kakawayh *). 
And he considers certain discourses bound up with the 
“Fauzan” to be evidently by the same author, and to 
represent a work also attributed to Ibn Miskawayh, the 
“Fauz al-Sa"ada”. 

He further relates that Ibn Miskawayh said of his class 
that it was their duty, having dubbed themselves philo- 
sophers, to set forth the opinions traditionally assigned 
concerning existing things, and that his treatise contained 
an account of a number of ancient philosophers, e, g. 
Thales, Hermes of the Hermeses, (i. e. Trismegistus), Aga- 
thodEemon, with various notices of ancient prophets, and 
a citation of the saying attributed to Christ : Whoever 
leaves not his house desolate, his wife a widow, and his 
children orphans, will not acquire the Kingdom of Heaven. 
And that he further proved the knowledge and wisdom 
of God, and the identity of his essence with both these 
attributes, as follows: that which precedes everything else 
must be wisdom, for if the res prima were anything but 
wisdom, wisdom would be annulled. 

The author adds that the Amir Sadr al-Shirazi (i. e. 
Mulla Sadr al-Din Muhammad b. Ibrahim, (ob. A.FI. 1050), 
possessed many works by Ibn Miskawayh which he kept 
hid, as from them he derived much secret learning. And 


l) By Haji Eh. N°. 13743 (Vol, VI. 336) aHAlad is made author of 
the work “as stated by Jaraali in the Farah Ndma”, but in the Ms. B.M. 

3O5 in fact, gives the author another name, althrough it cuiuiot 

be read with certainty, see Cat. Pers. pp. 465 — 6, 
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he quotes the “Majalis” as shewing that Ibn Miskawayh 
was a strong upholder of the Alide claims, — witness 
his recording in the “Tahara”, when treating of bravery, 
'^Ali’s saying to his followers that, whether they fought or 
not death being inevitable, to one like minded with 
the son of Abu Talib a thousand sword thrusts were 
preferable to a deathbed end. 

He concludes with an anecdote of Ibn Miskawayh and 
the Shaikh al-Ra^is, i. e., Avicenna (ob. A.H. 428, Ibn Khali. 
L 440). The latter found him engaged with his pupils, 
and, wishing to shew off before them his superiority 
over their teacher, produced a nut and asked him to 
shew its measurement in barleycorns. But Ibn Miska- 
wayh retorted promptly by handing Avicenna some written 
sheets he had at hand, and telling him to utilize them 
in the interval for the purpose of mending his own manners. 

H. F. A. 


NOTA BENE. 

I'agc 353 is out of place; the right order is: pp. 
352 — 4 — 3—5, etc.; See Tabari I 2217, 1 . 2, 2287, A 
8, and 2294, 11. 13, 14. 
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SUMMARY OF THE CONTENTS OF 
THE FIRST VOLUME, 


Page. 

1 Doxology. 

2 The rise and fail of dynasties. Methods of government, 

3 The history of divers rulers affords an example for 
future times. Advantages of the knowledge of history. 

4 Inanity of legendary tales. Title of the present work. 

5 Persons to whom it may prove useful. History before 
the deluge presents nothing noteworthy. 

6 The miracles of the Prophets have no value as ex- 
amples in history, being extraordinary events. Hu- 
shang (Ushhanj) first king in history. Method followed 
in relating the history of succeeding kings. 

7 Government of Plushang, he succeeds his grandfather 
Kayumarz (Jaytimart), 200 years after the Deluge, 

8 Tahumarz (Tahumart), of the same dynasty, his go vern- 
ment. JamshTd (Jamm Shaydh) his brother and suc- 
cessor. 

9 Pie perfect.s the sy.stem of government, Institution of 
the Four Seals. He institutes forced labour, and cele- 
brates the I'east of Nawriiz. 




xxxn 

Page, 


SUMMARY OF THE CONTENTS 


10 Insurrections, Zuhak (Bayurasb ad-Dahliak) revolts and 
kills the king. 

11 Aiab traditions as to the identification of Zuhak: his 
evil government. 

12 Ksbl of Ispahan revolts and kills Zuhak; the stand- 
ard of the rebels. 

13 Kabi refuses to become king, and proclaims Faridun 
(Ifridhun) a prince of the family of Jamshld. 

14 Some good acts of Zuhak. 

15 Reign of Faridun: his merits. 

16 Dmsion of the kingdom between his three sons, Sarm, 
Tuj and Iraj: civil wars, murder of Iraj. First use 
of the name Kayy and its meaning. 

17 Faridun, his bold answer to Bayurasb (Zuhnk) He 
tames elephants for use in battle. Wars betvveen the 
nations. Abraham a contemporary of Zuhak. 

18 Manushahr revenges his father Iraj : civil wars: govern- 
ment of Manushahr, his institutions: he overcomes all 
his adversaries. Revolt of Afrasiyab (Farasiyab). 

19 ireaty regarding the frontier. 

thi of Manushahr during a war against 

tts f "’r. -b- 

jerts. Expedition of Rayish King of Yaman. 

sons Dhu-I-Manar and Dhn-l-Adh'ar : various 
« of Arabs and Persians on this historic^ 

27 Moses contemporary of Mannshahr; exploits of Yusha' 
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Page. 

28 Invasion of Babil: drought. Advent 
humasib, who expels Afrasiyab. 

29 Piosperity of his reign : novelties. 

30 His wazir ICarsasif. Reign of Kayy i 
administration, and wars with the 1 

31 Exploits of the Israelites; David. 

32 Solomon. Reign of Kayy Qabusi’his 
of his son Siyawakhsh. 

33 Rustam his tutor. Siyawakhsh retun 

33 Falls in love with his father’s wife 
covered, he goes off to war against 

34 Wrath of his father. Siyawakhsh in c 
Turks. 

36 Wars between the Turks and Kayy 

Qabus a tyrant in his old age: his w 
bouring kings. 

37 Is defeated by Dhu-l-AdlFar King 
made prisoner; saved by Rustam. 

38 Letter of Kayy Qabus to Rustam. 
Khusraw, who tries to avenge his fath 

39 Civil wars: revolt of Tn<? 
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SUMMARY OF THE CONTENTS 


47"^ Wars with the Turks: expedition of Bukht-Nassar 
(Nebuchadnezzar): revolt of the Israelites. Ball of 
Jerusalem. 

48 Invasion of Egypt. Power of Luhrasif, his abdication 
in favour of his son Bushtasif. 

49 Wars between Jews and Babylonians: death of Nebu- 
chadnezzar. 

50 His successors: deposition of Baltansar. Cyrus: return 
of the Israelites: election of Daniel. Youth of Cyius, 
Jewdsh influences. 

52 Arabs and Babylonians: foundation of al-Anbai. 

53 Reign of Bushtasif: his government. 

54 Zaradusht (Zoroaster) preaches the new religion and 
converts the king. 

55 War with the Turks. 

56 Invasion of Persia. 

Isfandiyar: victory over the Turks. 

59 Victorious expeditions of the lubba*^ King of Yaman. 

60 Expedition into China: origin of the Tibetans. 

Reign of Ardashir Bahman. 

61 Wars with the Greeks. 

62 Queen Khumay. Reign of Darius. 

63 War with Alexander. 

66 Death of Darius: another account of his death. 

6y — 69 Various stratagems used by Alexander during 
his wars. 

70—71 Takes the advice of Aristotle as to the govern- 
ment of his conquests: letters of Aristotle, 
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72 Proposed division of the empire. 

/3 Expedition into India and China. 

;3 Alexander’s death. 

74— ;6 Episodes of the war between Alexander and the 
King of China. Successors of Alexander: the Ptole- 
mies: conquest of Egypt and of Syria. 

7 Reign of Ardashlr ibn Babkan: victory of Ashak, son 
of Danus, over Antiochus: reign of Jawdharz ibn 
Ashl<En. t W3.r with the Isrciclitcs. 

8 Isa ibn Maryam (Jesus Christ) contemporary of Sabur: 

dynasty of the Parthians (the Ashghaniyyah,) lasted 
266 years. 

0 Wars with the Greeks. 

1 Growing power of the Arabs: the Ma'add: emigra- 
tion of Arabian tribes: origin of the Tanrikh 

L Wars between the Aramiyyun (Aramaeans) hnd the 
Ardawaniyyun : Arab incursions against them, 
i Part of the army of As^^ad Tubba'^ settles in al-Hlrah 
and forms the ^Arab-ad-Dahiyah : their kings: Miilik 
ibn Fahm, ‘^Amr ibn Fahm, Abrash. 

. Abrash while drunk gives his sister in marriage to 
Adi: afterwards repents : flight of =Adr, birtli cf 
Amr. ,, , I 

Fight between 'Amr ibn Zirb al-'AmlHiI an<l Abrash - ' 
his daughter az-Zabbn is made queen, her treachery’ i’ 
She writes to Abrash proposing the union of thetw,.': 
Kingdoms: advice given by Qa.slr. J 

Ihc queen murders Abra.sh. '’j 
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peror Constantine; foundation of Constantinople. 
136 Political motives for this: Julian the Apostate. 

137 — 138 Wars between the Emperor Julian and Sabur. 
139 Julian is killed by an arrow: difficulties of the siic- 


140 Jovian elected, makes peace with the Persians giving 
up Nisibln, many of whose inhabitants migrate. 

141 Death of Jovian: Sabur slays many Arabs, and 
therefore is called Dlm-l-Aktaf. Migration of Arab 
tribes. Reign of ArdashTr ibn Plurmuz, he is depo- 
sed. Reign of Sabur ibn Sabur : his good government. 

142 Reigns of his brother Bahram, and of Yazdajird : 
his faults, his malignity and his intelligence. 

142 — 144 Prayers of his subjects for Ardashir’s death : 
he is killed by the kick of a horse. Bahram Jur suc- 
ceeds : his education amongst the Arabs with al- 
Mundhir ibn an-Nffiman: Bahram’s precocity and 
intelligence. 

145 — ^146 His education. 

147 — 153 With the help of the Arabs he becomes King 
of Persia. His good government: incur.sion of the 
Kliaqan of the Turks. 

154—156. Bahram puts the Turks to flight and kills the 
Khaqan. Proclamation of Bahram on his victory : 
alleviation of taxes. Expedition to India. 

157 Bahrain’s marriage to an Indian princess: provinces 
received in dowry. Mission to the Greeks and ex- 
pedition against the Sq dan. 
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Paw:. 

158 Death of Bahrain who is drowned while hunting. 
Reign of his son Yazdajird: he is succeeded by his 
son Hurmuz: revolt of Fayruz aided by the Eph- 
thaiites (Hayatilah). 

159 Fayruz becomes king; his good government: seven 
years famine. 

160 Efforts of the king to help his subjects. Wars and 
foundation of towns. Great war against the Ephtha- 
lites. 

161—165 King Fayruz is twice deceived by the strata- 
gems of his adversaries. He loses his life, many of 
his troops slain. His son Balash succeeds: his good 
government. Reign of Qubadh. 

166 — 167 His conflict with his uncle Sukharra, whom 
he murders. 

168 — 170 Mazdak and the '^Adaliyyah: King Qubadh 
sympathizes with these heretics: civil war during 
which Qubadh flees to the Ephthalites, and with 
their aid regains the throne. Al-Harith. ibn "Amr al- 
Kindi kills an-NiFman and takes possession of his 
kingdom. 

1 7 1 ___ 3 Gonflict between Qubadh and the Arabian King 
of al-Hirah: Shamir nephew of the King of Yaman 
murders Qubadh in al-Rayy. 

173—176 Armies are sent by the TubbaV king of Yaman, 
into Persia, Central Asia, and Asia Minor as far as 
Constantinople. Different versions of these events. 
Reign of Anushirwan; his justice. 
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177 Persecution of heretics. 

178 Civil and military reforms. Conquests, con.striiction 
of fortre.sses. 

179 Failure of an invasion of the Turks: measures against 
heretics. 

180— 18 1 Provision for orphans, and illegitimate children. 
Public works: governors. Wars against the Greeks, 
conquest of Antioch and transportation of its inha- 
bitants. Eixpedition against the Khazars. 

182 Against the Hayatilah (Ephthalite.s) in Central Asia 
foundation of towns. Birth of the father of the prophet 
Muhammad. Al-Mundhir ibn an-NiPman regains poS' 
session of his father’s kingdom. 

I S3 — 191 Reorganisation of the system of taxes in Persia, 
settlement of the amount, and of the three yearly 
dates of payment. This system continued with modi 
fications by the Caliph ‘^Umar. The King’s g'cnero' 
sity, his views on the importance of the land-tax. 
Quarrels between Persians and Turks. 

192 — 193 Precautions taken by Anushirwan to ensure 
the safety of his frontier. Measure.s as to public ad' 
ministration and religious affairs: public works on 
the frontier. 

194 — 198 Various other measures inaugurated by Anti' 
shirwan for th,e administration of justice. The Royal 
Coui-t, Protection of the poor. 

198 — 199 Turkish tribes wish to come under his dominion. 

199 — 202 Plis expedition into Adharbayjan: negotiations 
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19- 


22 T* 


with the Khaqan of the Turks, who asks pardon for 
his treachery in the past. 

203 — 215 Principles which guided Anushirwan in the 
government of his subjects. Speech by the king on 
these matters. 

216 — 218 Reign of Hurmuz son of Anushirwan; oppo- 
sition of the Persian nobility: the king’s justice and 
love for the people. 

—220 Military weakness of the Persian empire : hosti- 
lity of neighbouring countries: Bahram Jubln defeats 
the Turks. 

—227 Ingratitude of Hurmuz towards Bahram Jubln. 
He revolts and deposes Hurmuz. Abarwiz (Parviz) 
takes up arms, proclaims himself king, but allows 
his father Flurmuz to be murdered, Abarwiz crosses 
the Euphrates and asks help from Constantinople. 
Bahram Jubln remains lord of Persia. The Greeks 
come to the help of AbarwTz. 

-229 Bahram Jubln is defeated and flees for safe- 
ty to the Turks: Abarwiz causes him to be mur- 
dered by the wife of the Turkish king. 

230 The Greek emperor Maurice is murdered in Con- 
stantinople and AbarwTz invades the empire to pu- 
nish the assassins. Shahrabaraz occupies various 
provinces of the empire and reaches Constantinople. 
31 The Greek usurper is killed and Pleraclius becomes 


228- 
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233 Battle of Mosul and flight of the Persians: Ilera- 
clius reaches al-Madain and then turns back. 

234 Abarwiz punishes his soldiers, and sends new troops 
against the Greeks: Persian victories. 

235 Quarrel between Shahrabaraz and the Persian King. 

236 Secret meeting between HeracHus and Shahrabaraz: 
plot against Abarwiz. Battle of Dhu-Qar. 

237 Murder of an-Nidman ibn al-Mundhir. Administration 
of lyas ibn Qabisah in al-Hlrah. 

238—253 Dynastic troubles in al-Hirah, intervention of 
Abarwiz in the affairs of the Lakhmite principality. 
War between the Persians and the Arabs of Bakr 
ibn Wail. 

254 — 258 The battle of Dhu Qar. 

258' — 261 Stratagem of Abarwiz in his war against the 
Greeks. Concerning the death of Abarwiz: his faults. 

262 His treasures, massacre of prisoners. 

263 His crimes, his son and the nobles make a plot, they 
depo.se him and kill him, 

264 Date of his murder. Sums of money left by him. 

265 Reign of Shlrawayh : massaere of royal princes : pesti- 
lence and famine. Succeeded by Ai'dashlr. 

266 Who is murdered by Shahrabaraz. - 

267 Reign of the usurper Shahrabaraz t civil wars. 

268 Murder of Shahrabaraz. Reign of the prince.ss Buran. 
She sends back the Holy Cross to the Greeks. 

269 Princess Azarmidukht. 

270 Conflicts for the throne. 
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271 Election of Yazdajird. The Moslem invasion. 

272 Death of Yazdajird at Marw. 

272 — 279 Various events of the life of Muhammad. 

History of the siege of Madiiiah. 

279 — 283 The battle of Hunayn. 

28 3 — 292 Revolt of al-Aswad the false prophet of Yaman : 
he is put to death by the Persians at SanTi. Death 
of the Prophet: his secretaries. 

—299 Revolt of the tribes after the death Muhammad : 
war against Tulayhah : firmness of Abu Bakr. 

—301 Return of ‘^Amr ibn al-'^As from "^Uman: judg- 


ment of ’^Umar concerning the Quraysh: defeat of 
Tulayhah. 

301—302 Punishments of rebels; al-Fuja'^ah. 

3Q3^^ — 307 Campaign of Khalid ibn al-Walld against Mu- 
saylimah the false prophet; victory of al-Yamamah : 
by stratagem Mujja'^ah obtains better conditions for 
the Hanifah. Khalid’s campaign in Traq. 

308 Khalid crosses the desert to Syria. 

309 Departure of the Moslem armies for Syria. 

310 The various commanders of the Arab forces: prepa- 
rations of the Greeks. 

31 1 Khalid assumes the command. 

312—315 Battle of the Yarmnk. Death of Abu Bakr. 

315 — 320 Khalid’s journey across the desert from Persia 
into Syria. 

321 — 323 al~Muthanna ibn Harithah makes war against the 
Persians during Khalid’s absence: civil war in Persia, 
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The Caliph '^Umar ill-treats Khalid and confiscates 
part of his property. 

— 328 Siege of Damascus and battle of Fihl. 

—331 E^xpedition into Persia of Abil ‘^Ubayd : battle 
of Namariq. 

— 333 Other Arab victories. 

— 338 Military preparations of the Persians: the battle 
of the Bridge and rout of the Arabs: death of Abu 
'^Ubayd. Dissensions among the Persians. 

— 344 Reinforcements sent to al-Muthannit: battle of 
al-Buwayb: death of Mihran. 

Courage shown by the Arab women, al-Muthanna 
crosses the Euphrates: expedition of Sabat: expe- 
dition against Siiq Baghdad. 

—347 Help given by the inhabitants of al-Anbar. 
Other raids into Persian territory. 

Election of Yazdajird: military preparations. 

The Caliph ‘^Umar sends new instructions to the gene- 
rals in Persia. 

--352 Warlike preparations in Madinah: the tribes 
called under arms: appointment of SaTl ibn Abi 
Waqqas to the command of the forces. 

Death of al-Muthanna: Persian preparations against 
the Arab invasion. 

—•358 SaTl addresses the Arabs: first day of the great 
battle of al-Qadisiyyah : exploits of '^Amr ibn MaMi- 
karib, of Tulayhah and the Tamim. 

—363 Second day of battle, (Yawm Aghwilth): 


XLiV 


SUMMARY OF THE CONTENTS 

exploits of the Tamlm, and of al-Qa'^qa'" ibii '‘Anir. 
263 — 366 Episode of the poet Abu Mihjan, who escapes 
from prison to fight the Persians and then returns 


to his cell. 


I 



366 — 372 Third day of battle, incidents of the struggle 
round the elephants: arrival of the Syrian I'einforce- 
ments : exploits of the various warriors. 

372 — 379 The last night of the battle, {Laylah al-Harir,) 
and the final triumph of the Arabs. Death of the 
Persian general. Great slaughter: the Arabs pursue 
the survivors. 

380—381 Movements of the Arab armies in Syria; stra- 
tagem of '^Amr ibn al-'^As against the Greek general 
Artabun. 

3S2 — 38S The Arabs cross tho Euphrates and put to 
flight the Persians who try to oppose them. Siege 
of Bahurasir, taken by storm after having been aban- 
doned by its inhabitants. Crossing of the Tigris, 
occupation of al-Madain. 

38S— 395 Treasure found in al-Madain, and in the royal 
palace (Qasr al-Abyad.) Behaviour of the Arab sol- 
diers: the great carpet sent to Madinah; it is cut 
up and divided among the Companions. 

396 — 399 Battle of Jalula. Yazdajird escapes from Hulwan : 
the Caliph stops further progress eastward. 

400 Distribution of the booty at Hadinah: speech of 
Ziyad ibn Abl Sufyan. 

401 — 402 A.H. I/: Invasion of Greek territory. 





OF THE FIRST VOLUME XL^ 

Pa"®- r- . . 

402—404 Conduct of Khrdid disapproved by the Caliph 
'"Umar: Khfilid is punished and his property con- 
fiscated. 

403 The Pilgrimage. Enlargement of the Ka%ah at Makkah. 

404—407 Expedition of al-'^Ala governor of Bahrayn 
into the province of Ears. 

407—410 Expedition against al-Hurmuzan in al-Aliwaz, 
he is sent captive to Madinah, and in the presence 
of ’Umar is converted to Islam. 

41 1 Preparations for a new expedition into Persia. 

412—413 Conversion of Siyah and his followers. 

414— 415 Siege of Tustar. Beginning of the Nihawand 
campaign. 

416 — 423 The Persian armies: SaM informs 'Umar, who 
orders greater military preparations. His instructions 
and recommendations to the Moslems, appoints ai 
Nu'man ibn Muqarrin commander-in-chief. Advice 
of al-Hurmuzan to 'Umar. 

423 — 431 Battle of Nihawand, exploits of the Arab wai 
riors. 

431 — 435 Death ofan-Nu'man: occupation of Nihawand 
booty sent to Madinah. 

435 Behaviour of the Ktifans. Nu'aym ibn Muqarrin in 
vades Persia and takes Hamadhan, 

436 Also al-Rayy. 

437 443 P-xpedition into Adharbayjan and against the 
Turks of al-Bab. 

445 453 Invasion and conquest of Eastern Persia, and 



XLVI 

Tago. 


SUMMARY GF THE CONTENTS 


Khurasan: flight of Yazdajird to the court of the 
Khaqan. 

453 Death of '^Umar. 

— 460 Secretaris of ‘^Umar, Ziyad ibn Abihi. Charac- 
ter of the Caliph ‘^Umar; his institutions. 

460 — 465 His dispositions as to the succession, nomina- 
tion of the council of electors : the election of ‘^Uthniaii 
as Caliph. 

465 First acts of ‘^Uthman. 

465 — 472 Death of Yazdajird last Sassanian king of Persia. 
Various accounts of his last days and his murder. 

472 — 473 A Christian bishop praises his memory and 
causes him to be buried. 

473 — 474 First symptoms of discontent against 'Uthman. 
Behaviour of al-Walid in Kufah, he is dismissed. 

474 — 476 Council of government in Madinah upon the 
situation. 

476 — 477 Disorders in Kufah. 

478 — 480 ‘^Ali reproaches “^Uthman: ‘^Uthman defends his 
conduct. 

480 — 48 1 ‘^Uthman in a public speech answers accusa- 
tions against him. 

482 — 485 A. H. 35 ‘^Abd Allah ibn Saba: unrest and 
growing ill-feeling in the provinces, the governors 
are sent for to Madinah to confer with the Caliph. 
Agitators from Basrah, Kllfah and Egypt assemble 
in Madinah. 

4S6— 490 The Egyptians negotiate with Talhah 
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rage. 

and Ziibayi. They enter Madinah, in force and be- 

' siege the Caliph in his house. 

490—494 "Uthman calls for help: disorders in the mosque 
during the Friday prayers: "Uthman faints and is 
brought back to his house. "All visits "Uthman. A 
compromising letter from "Uthman is seized. Return 
of the rebels to Madinah, and siege of "Uthmaii in 
his house. 

494 495 Uthniaii appeals for help to "Alij who induces 
the rebels to retire. 

495 5 ^® Speech made by "Uthman, renewed excitement 
caused by it: "All abandons the Caliph : violent lan- 
guage of Marwan ibn al-Hakam. "Uthman seeks help 
from Syria. 

500—504 Negotiations with the rebels being broken off 
lead to a fresh siege of the Caliph’s house : murder 
of Dinai, exasperation of the conspirators and murder 
of the Caliph "Uthman. 

504— 505 Secretaries of "Uthman. 

505— 509 Incidents leading to election of "All to the 
Caliphate: opposition of Talhali and Zubayr. 

509—511 Acts of "All seeking to prevent a civil war: 
his fiist speech. Talhali and Zubayr decline to punish 
the murderers of "Uthman. 

511— 515 JAlI contrary to the advice of al-Mughirah and 
Ibn "Abbas deposes all the existing governorf?, in- 
cluding Mu"awiyah. 

515—518 Nomination of new governors in Egypt and 
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SUMMARY OF THE CONTENTS 

Syria, at Basrah and Eufah. Messenger of Mu^wiyah 
in Madinah. 

518 — 519 Talliah and Ziibayr retire to Makkah : agitation 
in Madinah. Preparations for an expedition against 
Syria. 

520—523 Agitation in Makkah: '^Ayishah joins Talhah 
and Zubayr. They proclaim themselves the avengers 
of the murder of '^Uthman, and start for Basrah: 
'"All follows them up with the troops collected for 
the expedition against Syria. Quarrels among the 
rebels as to who should direct the public prayers. 

523 — 526 The march of ‘^All: his speeches to his follow- 
ers. 'Ayishali in Basrah, her followers. 

526 — 531 Negotiations between the contending parties: 
‘^Uthman ibn Hunayf, his intrigues in ‘^Ayishali ’s 
camp. 

533 — 542 Agitation continues against the murderers of 
'^Uthman: negotiations of ‘^Ali with the inhabitants 
of Kufah: '^Ayishah consults her followers, Probabil- 
ities of the conclusion of peace. 

542—549 The murderers of ‘^Uthman fearing the con- 
clusion of peace cause an outbreak of hostilities. 
Views of ‘^Alr in the conflict. 

S49~553 '"■All tries various means to prevent bloodshed, 
but fails. The battle begins, 

553—561 The fight round 'ilyishah’s camel. Death of 
Zubayr: victory of '^Ali. He enters Basrah. 

561— 563 Generous behaviour of *'Ali towards the van- 


OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


A age- ^ t 

qiiished: distributes money from the treasury: the 
news reaches Madinali : conversation of with 

Ziyad ibii y\bi Siifyan : alAAbbas governor of Basrah. 

1564 Number of those killed at battle of the Camel. De- 
parture of ‘^Ayishah from Basrah. Qays ibn Sabi 
governor of Egypt in the name of ‘^Ali. 

565 — 569 ‘"All returns to Kufah: Midawiyah writes to 
Qays ibn SaM in Egypt trying to intimidate him : 
answer of Qays : MiCawiyah intrigues and makes ‘^All 
suspect a secret intelligence between Qays and him- 
self: CAll deposes Qays and nominates Muhammad 
ibn Abl Baler governor of Egypt. Qays retires to 
Madinah. 

570 — 571 Relics of '^Uthman are brought to Syria, where 
they excite popular resentment. Preparations for war. 
“^All marches on Siffui. SArnr ibn al-'^As advises 
Mukiwiyah to fight. '"All crosses the Pluphrates at 
Raqqah thanks to al-Ashtar. 

572 — 576 The rest of h\lfs army crosses the Euphrates 
at Plit. The Syrian vanguard comes up with the fol- 
lowers of ‘^All under al-Ashtar. He tries unsuccess- 
fully to induce the Syrian commander Abu-l-ASvar 
to fight him in single combat. Al-Ashtar’s troops 
gain an advantage over the Syrians who retire. Con- 
flict for the possession of the waterside : ^AIl’s troops 
victorious. 

577 — 578 Skirmishes between the two armies: peace ne- 
gotiations fail, preparations for the conflict. Advice 



L SUMMARY OF THE CONTENTS 

Page. 

of ‘^Ali to his followers: number of troops engaged. 
579 — 5^3 Battles fought during the first days of Safar. 

exhorts his followers in a speech, and sets them 
in battle order. The eighth and ninth days of battle. 
‘^Ali’s prayer. 

583 — 586 Mu'awij^ah with the Syrian cavalry are assailed 
by '^Abd Allah ibn Budayl, who makes a speech to 
his followers. Speech by Yazid ibn Qays. Ibn Budayl 
is put to flight: valour shown by '^All’s sons, 

^8y— 591 ‘^Ali sends al-Aslitar to stop the fugitives. The 
Madhhij turn back and join the Hamdan: renewed 
fighting: feats of valour of al-Ashtar who comes upon 
MYawiyah in the battle, and fights him. 
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